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criminology and modern statistical technique. Undoubtedly,
crime presents a baffling social problem. Recent investigations
by Dr Hermann Mannheim relating to English convicts show
that poverty is the basic cause of most of the crimes.1 In India/
too, poverty may be responsible for the majority of crimes com-
mitted by the so-called criminal tribes. But poverty alone can-
not explain the existence of crime. The mores of some of the
groups do not support the laws of the country. As an example
may be mentioned the case of excise laws. Far from discoura-
ging illicit distillation of liquor, in some cases social customs
actually encourage it. In such cases it is not deficiency of
'social feeling and impulse in the offender' that accounts for
crime;2 for, here, society is synonymous with caste8 and caste
opinion does not support such laws. A person convicted of
such offences does not gb down in the estimation of his breth-
ren. Similar is the attitude of certain groups towards crimes
against property.

These are some of the problems that have to be borne in
mind in studying the problem of crime amongst these castes.
A full treatment of those who live by committing crime is not
within the scope of this survey; but the condition of those mem-
bers of these castes who follow socially recognized callings has
been discussed in the course of the preceding and the present
chapters.

1 'Mannheim, H., Aspects of Crime in England between the wars.

2  See'Crime and Circumstances' in the New Statesman and Nation of
January 18, 1941.

3  This will be explained in detail in Chapter X.